[Mycoplasmas and arthritis].
Since 1898 Mycoplasmas are known triggers of different diseases in various animal species. In man they can cause among others non-gonococcal urethritis. In addition they are discussed as triggering agents of arthritis. Besides septic arthritides in immunocompromised patients with hypogammaglobulinemia, they might be causative agents in sexually acquired reactive arthritis, as in Reiter's syndrome. Various diagnostic tests are available. Antibiotic therapy is derived from experience with urogenital infections, proved investigations are pending.